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General Surgery Procedure

Inguinal Hernia Repair

1. What is an inguinal hernia repair?
An inguinal hernia repair is a surgical procedure used to treat inguinal hernias, which occur when 
tissue, such as a part of the bowel or fatty tissue, protrudes through a weak area in the abdominal 
muscles near the groin. This procedure is carried out in two primary ways: open repair and 
laparoscopic repair. In open repair, a small incision is made near the hernia site, and the protruding 
tissue is pushed back into place before reinforcing the abdominal wall with a synthetic mesh. In 
laparoscopic repair, three small incisions are made in the abdomen, and the hernia is repositioned 
inside the abdomen, with the mesh secured behind the abdominal muscles. Both methods are 
typically performed under anesthesia and have similar recovery periods.

2. What are the advantages of an inguinal hernia repair?
The advantages of an inguinal hernia repair can vary depending on the chosen approach, whether 
open or laparoscopic:

Open Repair

• Effectiveness: Open repair is a well-established and effective method for treating 
inguinal hernias.

• Minimal equipment: It typically requires less specialized equipment, making it widely available.

• Tactile feedback: Surgeons have direct tactile feedback, which can help identify and address 
other potential issues during the procedure.

• Single incision: It involves a single incision, which might result in fewer, smaller scars.

Laparoscopic Repair:

• Minimally invasive: Laparoscopic repair is minimally invasive, with smaller incisions, 
potentially leading to less post-operative pain and a quicker return to normal activities.

• Reduced risk of infection: Smaller incisions may lower the risk of post-operative 
wound infections.

• Faster recovery: Patients often experience a faster overall recovery and can return to 
work and daily activities more quickly.

• Less scarring: The smaller incisions in laparoscopic repair may result in cosmetically 
more appealing, smaller scars.

The choice of approach depends on individual factors, such as the patient’s health, the size and 
location of the hernia, and the surgeon’s expertise. Discussing these advantages with a healthcare 
provider can help determine the most suitable option.
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3. What are the possible risks?

Common risks (appling to both approaches):

• Bleeding: Some bleeding during or after the surgery is common but is typically minimal. 
In rare cases, significant bleeding may require additional treatment.

• Infection: While infections are infrequent, they can occur at the incision site or in the 
abdominal cavity. These usually respond well to antibiotics.

Specific risks for open repair

• Pain and discomfort: Open repair may result in more immediate post-operative pain 
and discomfort.

• Chronic pain: Some individuals may experience chronic discomfort in the area, although 
this is relatively rare.

• Nerve injury: There is a small risk of damaging nerves in the area during the procedure.

• Recurrence: While uncommon, hernias can sometimes recur after open repair.

Specific risks for laparoscopic repair

• General anesthesia: Laparoscopic repair requires general anesthesia, which carries a 
small risk.

• Injury to nearby organs: There is a very low risk of injury to organs, blood vessels, or 
nerves in the abdominal cavity during the procedure.

• Recurrence: Although rare, hernias can recur after laparoscopic repair.

4. What are the possible risks?

After surgery, patients are advised to maintain activity through regular walking, gradually resuming 
exercise. Heavy lifting should be avoided for four to six weeks. Returning to work is possible within 
one to two weeks, though strenuous job roles may require extended recovery or lighter duties. 
Patients can usually resume driving after one to two weeks, following guidance from the surgeon.
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